


CURRENT STATUS 
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+ Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been reviewed by the Department 
of Planning and Environment (DPE) as an adequacy review 

+ Currently addressing comments made from DPE and advancement of hydrology modelling 

+ TfNSW Property Acquisition Opening Letters sent to landowners 
+ Shortlisting of works contractors in hand. Expression of Interest will be 

released March 2022 
+ Main works contract documentation under preparation 



WHAT NEXT 
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ACTIVITY DATE 

Property Acquisition Discussions Ongoing 

EIS Public Exhibition Mid-2022 (TBC)* 

Response to submissions Late-2022 (TBC)* 

EIS Approval Q1 2023 (TBC)* 

Expression of Interest for Contractors March 2022 

Short List of Contractors May 2022 

Commence tender July 2022 

Award Design and Construct (D&C) Contract Q1 2023* 

*Dates subject to DPE Approvals 



I2S HIGH LEVEL SCHEDULE 
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Environmental Impact Statement Update 
Kirsten Velthuis 

Senior Environmental Advisor



RAIL NOISE AND LIVESTOCK 
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In response to feedback received during CCC, ARTC commissioned University of New England (UNE) to assess the impact of rail 
noise on sheep production. The draft report was received in February 2022. 

Key findings: Sheep Adapt 

+ After an initial phase of high novelty, sheep habituate to new rail infrastructure 

+ Initially, sheep should be allowed to respond to new situation, such as by moving away from new rail line, to minimise 

impact on productivity 

+ Sheep adapt relatively quickly to rail traffic as it is highly predictable; reducing production impact 
Recommendations for landowners: 

+ Place yards and areas with high stocking density away from the track to reduce contagious startle responses 

+ House ewes and new-born lambs away from rail until bonding is well established to mitigate impact of noise on bonding 

+ Buffer zones and trees between rail and paddocks reduce impact of noise, vibration, air movement and provide a visual 

barrier 

+ Awareness of the potential impact of rail noise on sheep to stockpersons and farm managers. 

+ Genetic selection of flock for calm temperament is a long-term strategy to reduce impacts and improve productivity in 

general



EIS ADEQUACY REVIEW 
Prior to exhibition, DPE undertakes an adequacy assessment of the EIS: 

+ Assess against Project Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARS) 

+ Review by DPE, other agencies (such as TfNSW) and an Independent Assessor 

Assessment findings: 
+ Request for additional information on hydrology/flooding and potential construction workforce accommodation; 

+ Minor adequacy comments on other key impact areas, generally considered adequate 

What next: 
+ Liaising with DPE on proposed response to all comments;

+ ARTC to bring forward detailed assessment of flooding/ hydrology impacts which was planned post-exhibition 

+ ARTC to investigate potential locations suitable for construction workforce accommodation 

+ EIS will be updated with updated hydrology assessment and potential location for construction workforce 

accommodation prior to exhibition
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SUMMARY OF EIS KEY FINDINGS 
BIODIVERSITY 

Key impacts: 
+ Removal of 76.63 ha native vegetation 
+ Loss of fauna habitat and connectivity 
+ Direct impact on threatened flora and ecological 

communities 
+ Potential fauna injury and mortality (construction traffic, 

trains) 
+ Construction of waterway crossings impacting aquatic 

biodiversity 
+ Farm dam removal may impact water quality and flow 

regimes 

What we will do: 
+ Biodiversity management plan 
+ Fauna connectivity structures 
+ Offsetting vegetation clearing 
+ Fauna rescue and relocation 
+ Rehabilitate cleared areas
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SUMMARY OF EIS KEY FINDINGS
LAND USE AND PROPERTY 

Key impacts: 
+ 154 hectares of temporary (construction) land required 

+ 458 hectares of permanent land required, affecting 19 

farms 

+ Farming operation impact due to farm severance 

 Construction: 
+ Impacts to crop and livestock operation, due to dust, noise, 

traffic, biosecurity; soil/ water availability 

+ Potential damage to fencing or other property infrastructure 

 Operation: 
+ Disrupted machinery and livestock movements across rail 

+ Increased wait time at level crossings once operational 

+ Altered water drainage 

What we will do: 
+ Minimise construction and operation 

footprints as far as reasonably 

practicable 

+ Manage the acquisition process in 

accordance with relevant requirements 

+ Incorporate level crossings and stock 

underpasses for farm connectivity 

+ During acquisition develop property-

specific measures to manage 

individual farms’ needs
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SUMMARY OF EIS KEY FINDINGS
NOISE AND VIBRATION 

Key impacts: 
+ Construction noise impact for residential receivers along the 

project 
+ Potential sleep disturbance during construction at closest 

residence 
+ Operational noise exceeding trigger levels at 6 private 

residences, 1 school and 1 church. 
+ Highest exceedance is 4 decibel. 
+ Rail noise from train passings, train idling at crossing loop, 

warning signals/ train horn sounding at level crossings 
+ Road noise from changed sections of Burley Griffin Way and 

Ironbong Road 

What we will do: 
+ Implement a construction noise 

and vibration plan 
+ Limit noisy works to standard 

construction hours where feasible 
+ Communicate clearly any works 

outside of standard construction 
hours 

+ Increase working distances from 
sensitive receivers where feasible 

+ Reasonable and feasible 
mitigation measures for affected 
receivers (such as alternate 
accommodation during 
construction, at-property 
treatments, or boundary screening) 
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SUMMARY OF EIS KEY FINDINGS
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT 

Key impacts: 
+ Removal of vegetation 
+ View of spoil mounds, stockpiles, construction 

equipment 
+ Increased heavy vehicle traffic 
+ Lighting for night construction and compound 

security 
+ Visual impact of new rail infrastructure 
+ Burley Griffin Way realignment and overpass 
+ New bridges 
+ Fencing along the rail corridor 
+ Level crossing signage and infrastructure 

What we will do: 
+ Reduce lighting impacts where practicable during 

construction 
+ Locate stockpiles and laydown areas to reduce visual 

impact 
+ Locate compounds as far as possible from sensitive 

receivers 
+ Use construction materials to minimise visual impacts 

where possible to integrate with surrounding 
landscapes 

+ Implement screening where feasible 
+ Rehabilitate temporary construction areas 
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SUMMARY OF EIS KEY FINDINGS
CULTURAL HERITAGE 

+ Project is located on land of Wiradjuri People 
+ Assessment identified 22 Aboriginal sites, incl 4 scar trees 
+ Stockinbingal Heritage Conservation Area and Railway 

station are of local heritage significance 

Key impacts: 
+ Disturbance of part or all of a heritage item or place 
+ Vibration impacts 
+ Accidental damage through movement of machinery and 

equipment 
+ Altered access. 
+ Long-term (operational) impacts on visual amenity. 

What we will do: 
+ Ensure 50m buffer between final 

alignment and Aboriginal sites (scar trees) 
+ Fencing off of a scar tree along temporary 

access road 
+ Direct impacts will be further reduced 

where practical during detailed design 
+ Consult Aboriginal stakeholders where 

impacts are not avoidable 
+ Isolate and collect identified artefacts 

before construction
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